
 
Good afternoon Wachusett Seniors, Class of 2020, 
 
I hope that this message finds you all physically and mentally healthy. Words cannot express how crazy 
your senior year has been with all of the disruptions and that have come along with it. None of us could 
have predicted or envisioned what we are currently experiencing as this global pandemic has us moving 
towards a “new normal” On a personal note, I can honestly say that I miss what we use to call normal 
including being in the building, seeing you all in the halls, in the cafeteria, and some of you in my office. It 
was just not the senior year we had all envisioned. 
 
With that all being said please know that teachers, administrators, class advisors, and class officers, have 
been working hard to find ways to make the end of your year special. On June 4th there will be a 17 ft. 
LED screen in the center of Holden that will display all graduates and their plans for the future followed by 
up-lighting the high school in green and white. On June 6th the Rolling Rally will include over 300 
students escorted by local and state police through five towns. Please check the website and WRHS 
Google Classroom for more detail. 
 
As wonderful as all these events are in celebrating the Class of 2020 we all understand that it is not 
graduation, nor will there be a traditional graduation this year as we work towards the implementation of a 
Virtual Graduation. Please know that we understand that this is not what many wanted or envisioned for 
the end of your high school career, but we as a school have a responsibility to look out for the safety and 
welfare of our students and school community. 
 
As a result we have partnered with a company named GradCaster to help us translate our in-person 
ceremony into an engaging virtual ceremony that contains elements of a traditional Wachusett 
Graduation. It’s important to us as teachers and administrators that we provide you with the moment you 
have worked hard for. 
 
Although we may be separated by distance on our graduation day, we will still be able to celebrate this 
moment together at the same time. Our full graduation ceremony will be streamed online allowing friends 
and family from around the world to join us as we celebrate this momentous occasion. 
We will share streaming details closer to the date of the graduation. 
 
Our virtual ceremony partner will work with graduation presenters to capture their speeches and 
incorporate them into the ceremony. 
 
Additionally, we’re excited to let you know that GradCaster has developed a unique technology that will 
allow our Seniors the opportunity to self-record a video clip of themselves. These clips will be shown as 
students are recognized during the ceremony. 
 
We encourage you to watch a quick informational video about this process by going 
to: https://students.gradcaster.com. 
 
Please mark your calendars for the following dates. You will be assigned one day to log on and record 
your clip. You must record it on the day assigned: 
 
If your last name starts with A-H, you will need to record on: Friday, May 29th 
If your last name starts with I-P, you will need to record on: Saturday, May 30th 
If your last name starts with Q-Z, you will need to record on: Sunday, May 31st 
 
Please use a laptop or desktop computer with a webcam to record your clip (Chrome and Firefox are 
preferred browsers). If you do not have a laptop or desktop available, you may use a tablet or phone. 
 



Here is a quick video tutorial to help you through the process: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a_NYZrRw5GxfyRnvgUTIwRkucbn0NyUI/view 
 
As part of the virtual graduation each student will be asked to submit a 5 second video clip (no audio). We 
will send you an email prior to the recording window with the link and login information you will need to 
access the system on your designated day. We have put together a list of some ideas. Please keep in 
mind that we will be reviewing the clips before they are officially accepted for the graduation ceremony. 
 
Do’s: 
Wear your cap and gown 
Make sure you face is clearly visible 
 
Don’ts: 
Don’t do anything that would cause us to remove your video. 
Don’t do anything that you will regret for years to come.  
Don’t decorate your gown - see below for cap info. 
 
Five Seconds of Fame Ideas: 
Have family member hand you diploma case 
Make a “stage” to walk across and get your diploma 
Move tassel from right to left 
Throw up cap 
Decorate your cap and show it off! 
Be with family and wave 
Make and hold poster 
Get creative 
 
 
Thank you for your attention to this, 
Mr. Beando and Mr. Pratt 
 

 
 


